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Voter Guide On The January 15, 2008
Michigan Democratic Presidential Primary

=

Voters will vote at their regular polling pladestween 7 A.M. and 8 P.M.

2. Voters can vote by absentee ballot if they meetaf the requirements -
out of town, age 60 or older, disability, etc.

3. The deadline to register to vote is 30 days leedanuary 15, 2008 or De-
cember 17, 2007.

4. In order to vote at a polling place, a voter nalsiw a photo ID or sign a
statement that they do not have a photo ID witimth&bsentee voters do
not have to produce a photo ID.

5. Voters will be asked whether they want a Demac@atRepublican bal-

lot, and a record will be made of which ballot thake.

6. The voter's choice of candidate will be secrehasdl public elections.
7. The Demaocratic ballot will have 6 choices

Hillary Clinton

Christopher Dodd

Mike Gravel

Dennis Kucinich
Uncommitted
Write-in

1. A vote for "uncommitted"” is a vote to send detegdo the Democratic
National Convention who are not committed or pletiggeany candidate.
Those delegates can vote for any candidate theysehat the Convention.

2. Supporters of Joe Biden, John Edwards, Barackmalznd Bill Richard-
son are urged to voteiicommitted " instead of writing in their candi-
dates' names becausgte-in votes for those candidates will nobe
counted.

Candidates Wanted
All Township and County Offices are up for re-eledbn in November 2008.
Each Townshiphas a Supervisor, Clerk, Treasurer and 2 Trustees.

The County Clerk, Treasurer, Prosecutor, Sheriff, Register oDeeds, Drain
Commissioner, and all 7 County Commission seats aug for re-election.

Democratic Precinct Delegatesvill be elected in the August 2008 Primary.




News from the Chair

Welcome to the New Year 2008.
That'’s right, it is time for another
election cycle and lots of hard wo
This year promises to be full of ex-
citement, hope and change in Ben-
zie County, Michigan and Washington D.C.

We will be electing individuals this November
for township, city, county, state and federal affic
We will have a large number of people running for
office. The need for time, talent and money from
the local Democrats and Independents will be gre
That is where you, the person reading this newsle
ter comes into the picture.

We need at least on hundred and twenty vol-
unteers, that means you and me stepping forward
help elect those people who will change the land-
scape at the township, county, state and national

level with a Democratic Party victory in November

Please do not stand on the sideline and say that
some else will do it. You are very necessary & th
success of this election cycle. We started in 2004
and 2006 by taking back county, state and federa
seats for the Democratic Party, it is now timeine f
ish the job in 2008 by winning a House seat in
Michigan for Dan Scripps and taking a solid major
ity in the U.S. Senate, so the next President,-a De
mocrat is capable of carrying out the wishes of the
American People. If you would like to volunteer tg
help us win in November, you can call or e-mail
Ray Nichols, Susan Pyne or Carroll Volpe. Our
phone and e-mail address can be found on the frg
page of this newsletter in the far left column.

We would like to make more changes in our loc
county and township governments, but we need vy
and your family, friends and neighbors to step up
and be candidates. We will help you; if you know
of someone who may be interested in running for
office, please call me or Susan Pyne and we will
follow up with that person.

We need you to help finance this years cam-
paign. The cost of posters, signs, paper, pencils,
office supplies, postage, phones, electric, hedt an
office rental is a great expense during the elactio

cycle. We will also have to pay for ads for newspa

pers and radio spots. Candidates who will run wil
also be sponsored in some way by your local coul
party. All this means we will need around $18,00(

Continued...
this election year. | hope you can put aside some
dollars to support a victory in Benzie county.wi
each Democrat could donate $50.00 to the party this
year, it would go a long way to meeting our godl.
you would like to donate to the party you can make
check out to the Benzie County Democratic Com-
mittee. Please mail the check to Benzie County De-
mocratic Committee, P.O. Box 63, Honor, M
49640. If you can't afford to give any dollarsthe
Party, please consider giving your time and effort,
every little bit helps bring about change.
~Inclosing, I hope to see you at our monthlyetne
ings and events during the year. Please supp®rt th
Local Democratic Party because it represents you.
Sincerely,
Ray Nichols, Chair
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\oter Contact
We began the voter contact last fall in Weldon
and Colfax Townships, knocking on over 400
doors. Our plan is to start in Almira Township in
April on 3 Tuesdays—th#th, 15th and the23rd.
Dan Scrippswill be joining us in this effort.
Going door to door talking with the people is a
" very rewarding experience as those who patrtici-
pated in the Thompsonville area found out, they
would much rather do that than phoning.

Please put the April dates above on your calen-
dar, we will meet at 5 p.m. to begin the walk, if
you can’t walk, we can use you as a driver also.

I Contact Carroll Volpe if you can participate in the
walk and we will let you know where to meet to

€ get the information and lists for the walk, aftee t

0 walk we meet up again to talk about the experience

and turn in the lists.

2nd District Candidates
There are 3 candidates vying to run against Hoakstr
their websites are listed below:

Fred Johnson: fredjohnsonforcongress.com
Scott Killips: killipsforcongress.com
Kimon Kotos: kotosforcongress.com
District meetings are held at 2 p.m. on the 2nad-Su
y day or each month at China Buffet on US. 10 just
) outside Ludington city limits on the south sidetloé
Hwy. Come early and eat, meetings in back room.
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Courting Trouble A League of women Voters Forum Judicial campaigns are financed in three wayaddi-

held 10/25/07 about threats to a fair, open and épéndent tion to issue advqcacy ads,_ campaigns may be fq'nht_)y
Michigan Supreme Court— by Jane Lean candidate campaign committees and political paud
pendent expenditures. There are ethical probleris wi

these other financing methods, also. Candidate agmp
“AN INDEPENDENT AND HONORABLE JUDICIARY IS committee donors are publicly disclosed, and theations
INDISPENSABLE TO JUSTICE IN OUR SOCIETY." of PACs, political parties, and individual donors &m-
Michigan Code of Judicial Conduct ited. Many lawyers in the state may
contribute to these committees. All these donorg have
"JUDICIAL ELECTIONS ARE BECOMING POLITICAL cases before the court in subsequent years. Aste tire
PRIZEFIGHTS WHERE PARTISANS AND SPECIAL INTER- no formal requirements separating political party
ESTS SEEK TO INSTALL JUDGES WHO WILL ANSWER TO ‘independent expenditure’ activity and the candidatam-
THEM INSTEAD OF THE LAW AND THE CONSTITUTION." paign committee activities.
Sandra Day O'Connor, July 2000 Those are some of the reasons why Rich Robisgoke
so forcefully in favor of public financing for SeaSupreme
We learned at the forum that the partisansspedial interests  Court elections.

have already taken control here in Michigan. Warled that, as The forum brought out many other issues of irgpawe
former Governor Milliken wrote to the group, we ded to “... related to the court, but did not have time to a$scthem
focus on questions of whether there are systenolslpms in the  depth. | want to mention a few of them. (1) Potitipar-

way that we choose our justices that undermine &md confi- ties select individuals to run for the court oncmpartisan

dence in the fairness and impartiality of our SupreCourt.” The ballot. (2) The governor has unchecked power tmagpp
forum was jam-packed with disturbing, detailed mnfiation, with  judges when there are vacancies. (3) There areandards
concerned people (at least 150 attended, many Bemzie for recusal for the judges, that is, self-disquedifion when
County), and with ideas and energy. Here is myntepo there are conflicts of interest. In fact, becausthe meth-
The first speaker was Brian Dickerson, a colisirfior the De-  ods of financing campaigns, it is often not possiiol know
troit Free Press. ALL citizens of Michigan are s’ to recent whether there is a conflict of interest. We oftenmbt
decisions by the court which have, in effect, oftewritten the law know whether a party before the Court is also drdmstor
and constitution, and taken away our establistgitsi He showed to a particular Judge's campaign. Michigan is thee©
us very clearly three cases (among many) whereéhttishappened. STATE without a standard process for self-disqicai
For instance, a recent court decision has stripipedight of ‘any  tion. (4) We elect our judges, usually with vetyldi infor-
citizen' to sue on environmental damage regardiEssere the mation about them. Is this the best way to gehdepend-
damage occurs in the State. Two other court decdiave re- ent, fair, and competent Supreme Court?
moved some of our rights to sue for uninsured nistteoverage As Michigan Supreme Court Justice Elizabeth Véea
under our insurance contracts, and some of outsrifgih protection said after the two speakers, "This is just thefifhe ice-
under the Michigan Consumer Protection Act. Thegkraany berg." She suggested that we need independentgwdye
other cases are cases where the current coureimdsrpreted laws are restrained persons with common sense. Withoset

and overturned precedents to favor special interest qualities, judges can, and obviously do, abusetveer of
Why and how did these types of decisions aidaspretations interpretation, as Brian Dickerson so ably illustchwith
happen? How did we let OUR Supreme Court run awigy ur just 3 cases. She further suggested that, becapsesant
rights? Rich Robinson, the Executive Director & Michigan the Supreme Court power is unchecked by any check o
Campaign Finance Network, spoke on a major reaitmelection balance, judges can (and do) promote their owropeais
financing methods for the Supreme Court. He adescpublic agendas, the agendas of special interests, andiesien
financing for State Supreme Court elections. own biases and prejudices. She suggested a nurhber o
Next year it is expected that the campaigrttiercourt may cost ways to add some checks and balances to the amltig-
$20 MILLION dollars, twice as expensive as any otstate. ing an 8-year term limit for all justices, and cbas in the
Eighty-six percent of the cases that came befardviichigan Su- method used for vacancy appointments.
preme Court in the 1990s involved at least one edgmpcontribu- The Forum was sponsored by the League of Women
tor to at least one of the judges. Voters, the Michigan Campaign Finance Network, the
ISSUE ADVOCACY ADS now account for half or mas&all Northern Michigan Environmental Action Council, atfe
judicial campaign expenditures. Issue advocacyaaelsiot cov- Traverse City Record Eagle. After the presentatitnes

ered by the Michigan Campaign Finance Act, anchawee candi- crowd broke into work groups and developed sugoesti
date specific than those permitted at the Fedeval| There are no for follow-through on issues to emphasize and astio
limits to spending, and donations and donors atelisslosed on  take.

any campaign finance report. They are anonymouansparency Some action ideas that came out of the workigso

is totally lacking. You will have seen many TV ddghe last elec- which followed the forum can be read on our web ait
tion cycle telling you why certain candidates wso# on crime or www.benziedemocrats.com

otherwise unfit for office, or ads supporting cérteandidates. or for further information, contact :
Who paid for those ads? What if they have (or telkeady had) a courtreform@Iwvgta.org
case before the court? - .Submitted by Jane Lean
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BENZIE DEMS DATEBOOK

January 15th Presidential Primary Election
February 2, 9 a.m.:Regular Meeting, Benzonia Twp. Hall
March 1, 9 a.m.: Regular Meeting, Benzonia Twp. Hall
April 5, 9 a.m.;, Regular Meeting, Benzonia Twp. Hall
May 3, 9 a.m.:Regular Monthly Meeting, Benzonia Twp.
*May 17, : Honoree Dinner/Silent Auction, Crystal Mtn.
June 7, 9 a.m..Regular Monthly Meeting, Benzonia Twp
*July 5, Noon—? Chicken Bar B Que, Maley Park Honor
August 2, 9 a.m.:Regular Monthly Meeting, Benzonia Twp
September 6, 9 a.m.Regular Monthly Meeting at HQ
October 4, 9 a.m.:Regular Monthly Meeting at HQ
November 1, 9 a.m.Regular Monthly Meeting at HQ
Note: *Designates fundraiser

All Meetings are on the 1st Saturday, No meetingsiuly,
and December.

Everyone is welcome to attend meetings - to behen
agenda, please call Ray Nichols prior to the megtin

Help Wanted
Volunteersfor campaign activities! Want to get
involved? Contact Carroll 825-66920r e-mail at
mcvolpe@centurytel.netor mail contact info to:
Benzie Democrats, P.O. Box 63, Honor, Ml

Benzie Democrats’ Core Values

Integrity: We believe that government, as welllas
the Benzie Democratic Party, must operate with
transparency.

Stewardship: We are responsible for caring for|
and nurturing our human and natural resource
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Tolerance: We believe respecting differing poir
of view and the dignity of others are strengths|
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The Benzie Kicker Newsletter Staff
Jim Dulzo - Carroll Volpe

Please let us know what you think! Send us youn-co
ments and suggestions! Call Carroll at 325-6692-or
mail her at mcvolpe@centurytel.ndf you no longer
wish to receive the newsletter—send a note.




